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Project Summary: 
 
Reducing the cost of hand thinning is a high priority to UK fruit growers. The aims of this 

project are to evaluate five differing thinning strategies compared to an untreated control in 

Gala apple. The number of initial flower clusters will be recorded and fruit number will be 

determined after set and June drop and at harvest. At harvest fruit will be graded into 

commercial size categories and fruit number and weight will be determined for each of these 

size grades. The cost of the various thinning strategies, associated harvest, the effects on 

yield and quality and hence return will be determined. A cost benefit analysis will be provided 

for each treatment. 

 
Aims & Objectives: 
 

(i) Project aim: 

 

To determine the effectiveness and cost benefit of a range of thinning strategies for Gala 

apple. 
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(ii) Project objective(s): 

 

1. To apply five treatments including an un-thinned control 

2. To determine the time taken and cost for each treatment method 

3. To determine yield in each size category at harvest for each treatment 

4. To determine the cost benefit of each treatment 

 
Benefits to industry   
 
Effective methods are required to reduce the cost of the hand-thinning operation and harvest 

as these represent major costs to growers. The most cost effective thinning strategy will be 

identified, which should lead to industry savings, and potentially more consistent subsequent 

cropping levels. 
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Disclaimer 
 
AHDB, operating through its HDC division seeks to ensure that the information contained 
within this document is accurate at the time of printing. No warranty is given in respect 
thereof and, to the maximum extent permitted by law the Agriculture and Horticulture 
Development Board accepts no liability for loss, damage or injury howsoever caused 
(including that caused by negligence) or suffered directly or indirectly in relation to 
information and opinions contained in or omitted from this document.  
 
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form (including by photocopy or 
storage in any medium by electronic means) or any copy or adaptation stored, published or 
distributed (by physical, electronic or other means) without the prior permission in writing of 
the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board, other than by reproduction in an 
unmodified form for the sole purpose of use as an information resource when the Agriculture 
and Horticulture Development Board or HDC is clearly acknowledged as the source, or in 
accordance with the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  All rights 
reserved.  
 
AHDB (logo) is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board. HDC is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development 
Board, for use by its HDC division. All other trademarks, logos and brand names contained in 
this publication are the trademarks of their respective holders.  No rights are granted without 
the prior written permission of the relevant owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information 
 
Email the HDC office (hdc@hdc.ahdb.org.uk), quoting your HDC number, alternatively 
contact the HDC at the address below: 
 
 
HDC 
AHDB 
Stoneleigh Park 
Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
CV8 2TL 
  
Tel – 0247 669 2051 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HDC is a division of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board. 
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